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Preamble 
 
Holistic Child Development is getting importance in UNO, UNICEF and governments of 
various nations because 400 million children are at risk. Building the future generation in 
values, security, health, equality and perspectives and to be responsible citizens in society has 
become a necessity for the present generation. It’s an important ministry of the churches, 
government and communities. On What basis? – is the question.  The conceptual frame work 
should be addressed. This course is to discuss the concept of development based on various 
ideologies and explore the biblical understanding of development.  While there are a number 
of other foundations like medical, psychological, philosophical, etc., this course deals with 
three important foundations for holistic child development. These foundations become basis 
for reformulating existing opinions and approaches towards children in churches and society.  
Field visit and Group discussions are included as an important component for the students 
studying this subject to enhance the interaction between theory and praxis and thus trying to 
achieve an impact of hidden curriculum on the learners so as to develop their ministry in 
future.  
 
Objectives 

1. To introduce to the learner various understanding and theories of development and the 
importance of holistic development with particular reference to children. 

2. To develop the skill of identifying and analyzing various problems and issues related 
to HCD. 

3. To study the biblical, contextual and ecclesiastical foundations for HCD by 
interpreting the biblical texts, contextual data and critically evaluating the theological 
views prevalent in churches. 

4. To apply the insights gained out of this study for the reformulation of theologies and 
restructuring ministries in churches towards HCD. 

 
Course Requirement 

1. An essay on one of the foundations for HCD – 20 % 
2. Field visit and Report – 30 % - presenting for group discussion 
3. Final Exam – 50 % 

 
Expected outcome 

1. The Learner would have learnt the concepts and theories of development and the need 
for holistic child development 

2. The learner has developed his or her skill to identify the issues and interpret biblical 
texts and data from the context for HCD. 
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3. The field visit combined with the study has opened the eyes to see the problems of 
children and the need of appropriate theological emphasis in our teaching and 
preaching and renewal of our approaches for HCD in churches and mission fields.  

 
 

OUTLINE OF THE COURSE 
 
Unit I.  Theology of Development 

1. Definition of ‘Development’ and Development Debate 
2. Kinds of Development – Spiritual, Social, Economic, Cultural and Political 
3. Ideologies for Development – Capitalism, Marxism, Socialism, Gandhism, etc. 
4. Biblical concept of Development 

 
Unit II.  Biblical Foundation for Holistic Child Development 

1. Old Testament – Study of Selected Texts. 
2. New Testament – Study of Selected Texts 

 
Unit III.  Contextual Foundation for Holistic Child Development 

1. International and Indian Context 
2. Status and Role of children in Indian society – Family, Caste, Dalit, Tribe, Village, 

City 
3. Issues and problems for HCD 
4. Responses from various institutions – Government, NGOs and Religious other than 

Christianity 
 
Unit IV.  Ecclesiastical Foundation for Holistic Child Development  

1. Status and role of children in churches 
2. Identifying issues for HCD 
3. Reformulating theology and praxis for HCD 
4. Restructuring the ministries of church 

 
Summary and Evaluation: Towards Pastoral Theology of Holistic Child Development 
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10. S.R. Metha, ed. Poverty, Population and Sustainable Development, New Delhi: 
Rawat, 1997.  

  
 Theological Books 

1. Dan Brewster, Child, Church and Mission: A Resource Book for Christian 
Development Workers, Malaysia: Compassion – Asia, 2005. 

2. Roy B. Zuck, Precious in His Sight, Bakar, GR. 1985. 
3. Roy B. Zuck and R.E. Clark, Childhood Education in the Church, Chicago: Moody 
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10. SunnyTan, Child Theology for the churches in Asia: An Invitation, CTM, London, 

2007. 
11. Sabu M. George and P Phavalam, Female Feticide inTamilnadu, SIRD, Madurai, 
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12. Phyllis Kilbourn (ed), Children affected by HIV/AIDS, MARC, Monrovia, 2002. 
13. P. Kilbourn and M. McDermid (eds.), Sexually Exploited Children: Working to 

Protect and Heal, MARC, Monrovia, 1983. 
14. Cherian Thomas, Should I Care? A Contemporary Concerns for Indian Christians, 

ISPCK, Delhi, 2007. 
15. P. Kilbourn (ed.) Children in Crisis: A New Commitment, MARC, Monrovia, 1996. 
16. P. Kilbourn (ed.), Healing the Children of War, MARC, Monrovia, 1999.  
17. Beulah Wood, How many Chappatis Do you want?: Couples making decisions, 

SAIACS, Bangalore, 1999.  
18. C.C.Kroeger and J.R. Beck, Women Abuse and the Bible, Baker, GR, 2004. (chs. 4, 

14 on family) 
19. L. Cunningham and D.J Hamilton, Why not Women?, YWAM, Seattle, 2000 (ch.  7. 

‘Daughters of Eve’,  ch 8 ‘Distorting the Image’). 
20. Roy Zuck and R.E. Clark (eds.), Childhood Education in the Church, Moody Press, 

Chicago, 1975. 
21. M.J. Anthony (ed.), Foundations of Ministry: An Introduction to Christian Education 

for a New Generation, Baker, GR, 1992. 
22. Leo G. Perdue (ed.), Families in Israel, John Knox Press, Louisvelle, 1997. 
23. Beulah Wood, Building Stronger Families: Sermons that Nurture, SAIACS, 

Bangalore, 2005 
24. Alexander, J. Olive. Developing Spiritually Sensitive Children. Minneapolis: Bethany 

Fellowship Inc., 1980. 
25. Backus, William: Teaching your Children to Tell themselves the Truth. Minneapolis: 

Bethany House, 1992. 
26. Bakshi, Indu. Understanding Children and their Problems. Mumbai: Vakils, 1999. 
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27. Barton, C. Stephen. (ed.) “The Family”, Children and Childhood in the New 
Testament. Francis, James. Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 2001. 

28. Bonar, Horatius. When God's Children Suffer. Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 
1992. 

29. Brown, William J., Biblical Perspectives on Children and Crisis, Eerdmans, 2007.   
30. Byrd, Walter. Counseling and Children. London: Word Publishing, 1989. 
31. Coles, Richard, The Moral Intelligence of Children, London: Bloomsbury Pub., 1997.   
32. Cully, V. Iris. Children in the Church. Philadelphia: The Westminister Press, 1960. 
33. Daniel, K. Mathew. The Unchurched Urban Children. Bangalore: SAIACS, 1996. 
34. Donaldson, Margaret. Children's Minds. London: Fontana, 1981. 
35. Dorning, Karl, Crying Out: Children and Communities Speak on Abuse and Neglect, 

Milton Keynes: World Vision Pub., 2002.  
36. Drescher, M. John. Seven Things Children Need. Scottdale: Herald Press, 1988. 
37. Gray, R. John. Ed. Something to Say to the Children. Edinburgh: T&T clark, 1996. 
38. Henrichsen, A. Walter. How to Lead Children in Prayer. Wheaton: Victor Books, 

1987. 
39. Kearney, R. Timothy. Caring for Sexually Abused Children. Downers Grove: IVP, 

2001.. 
40. Martin, L. Grant. Critical Problem in Children and Youth. Dallas:Word Publishing, 

1992. 
41. McDonald, Patrick & Garrow, Reaching Children in Need, Eastbourne: Kingsway, 

2000. 
42. Mennis, Una & Collins, Jane. Special Children Special God. Eastbourne: Kingsway, 

1990. 
43. Miller, D. Barbara. The Endangered Sex. Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1997. 
44. Ortlund, Anne. Children Are Wet Cement. Old Tappan: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1981. 
45. Pepper, Howard. Children Standing Them On Our Shoulders. California: Nurture 

Press, 1992. 
46. Peters, Ted. For the Love of Children. Louisville: Westminister, 1996. 
47. Ratcliff, Donald, Children’s Spirituality: Christian Perspectives, Eugene: Cascade, 

2004. 
48. Richards, O. Lawrence. A Theology of Children's Ministry. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

1983. 
49. Ross, M. Bette. Our Special Child. Milton Keynes: Word Books, 1993. 
50. Stonehouse, Catherine. Joining Children on the Spiritual Journey. Grand Rapids: 

Baker Books, 1998. 
51. Swindoll, R. Charles. You and your Child. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1990. 
52. Strange, W. A. Children in the Early Church. Carlisle: Paternoster Press, 1996. 
53. Sharp, Sonia & Cowie, Helen. Counseling and Supporting Children in Distress. 

London: Sage Publications, 1998. 
54. Weigle, Luther Allen. The Training of Children in the Christian Family. Boston: The 

Pilgrim Press, 1922. 
55. Young, B. Bettie. Keeping your Children Safe Bombay: St. Paul, 1994. 
56. Zimmerman, V. Vera. Workers with Younger Children. Nashville: Boardman of 

Education of the Methodist Church, 1971. 
 
Reports and Souvenirs: 
Reports of the Child Theology Movement’s Consultations – 6 Nos.  
Report of different NGOs – World Vision, Viva New letter, Compassion, KNH, etc. 
Web-sites: ‘Children’, ‘UN rights of children’ ‘Sex abuse’ ‘Child Labour’ etc. 
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Secular Books 
Ram Ahuja, Social Problems in India, Rawatt, Jaipur, 2002. 
Nirmala Jeyaraj, Women and Society,  ISPCK/LDC, 2005. chs. 5, 21, 22. 
R. Muthulakshmi, Female Infanticide: Its causes and solutions, Discovery Pub, Delhi, 2003. 
Unikrishnan, Namita & Bajpai, Shailaja. The Impact of Television. New Delhi: Sage 
Publications, 1999 
 
Articles 
Frontline Magazine, 17, Nov. 2006 issue on ‘Stolen Childhood’ 
Frontline Magazine    4, Jan. 2008 has children in trafficking –“Easy Prey” 
Economic and Political Weekly (EPW), March, 11-17, 2006 – on ‘malnutrition of children’. 
Manushi, Jan-Feb 1995. 
 
Dictionaries 
(Refer to articles on ‘children’, ‘family’, ‘patriarchy’ ‘gender’, ‘abortion’ etc) 

1. New Bible Dictionary  
2. Dictionary of Biblical Imagery  

      3.   Evangelical Dictionary of Theology 
 
Commentaries 
Word Bible Commentary, Interpreters’ Bible, Tyndale commentaries, etc. – check texts of OT 
and NT in appropriate commentaries. 
 


